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Message from the
Commodore

Dear Members,

As we enter the final month of the year, I'm
reminded just how much our club thrives
because of the people who pour their time,
energy, and heart into it. December at SYC is
always special — boats lit with holiday
sparkle, familiar faces returning to the
clubhouse, and a warm sense of community
that carries us through the colder months.
Whether you’re cruising in the winter
sunshine or staying cozy on land, | hope this
season brings you peace, joy, and time spent
with the people who matter most. Thank you
all for making 2025 a remarkable year for
SYC. I’'m honored to have served as your
2025 Commodore and look forward to the
festivities ahead.

Let’s close out the year with friendship,
celebration, and a little nautical cheer.
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Upcoming December Events

Holiday Decorating Party — December 7th
Kick off the season by helping us deck the
clubhouse with lights, garlands, and
Christmas spirit.

9:30 am - Coffee, pastries, and holiday
music

Lunch provided

All ages welcome — bring your sparkle!
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Christmas Boat Parade - December 13th
One of our most beloved traditions returns!
Theme: I’'m Dreaming of a White Christmas
5:00 pm - Captains Meeting

6:00 pm - Parade begins

Join us afterward for dinner, hot drinks, and
a special visit from Santa at the clubhouse.
RSVP to ahoy@cruisesyc.com

Club News & Announcements
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New Rear Commodore Elected
Congratulations to our newly selected Rear
Commodore Jill Ruth! How exiting it will be
to have Jill as our new Rear Commodore.
Thank you to everyone who participated in
the nomination process and for your
ongoing support of our volunteer
leadership.




2025 Boating Family of the Year — Keith &
Leslie Christenson

This year, we are deeply honored to
recognize Keith and Leslie Christenson as
our 2025 Boating Family of the Year.

Keith was an avid boater whose passion for
life on the water was matched only by his
kindness, generosity, and the friendship he
shared so freely with our SYC community.
His enthusiasm, steady presence, and love
for boating enriched every dockside
gathering, cruise, and conversation. Though
we lost Keith this year, his spirit remains a
cherished part of our club —in our
memories, in the stories shared among
friends, and in the lasting impact he made
on everyone who knew him.

Leslie, we are grateful for your continued
involvement, strength, and warmth. Your
dedication and connection to SYC reflect
the very best of what our boating family
stands for.

Please join us in honoring Keith and Leslie
for their remarkable contributions, and in
celebrating a family whose legacy truly
embodies the heart of SYC.



2026 Cruise & Event Hosts Needed

Planning for next year is underway. If you’re
interested in hosting or co-hosting an event
— big or small — please reach out to any
bridge or board member. Hosting is one of
the best ways to get involved and help
shape the year ahead.




Clubhouse & Dock Winterization
Please remember to:

Check lines and fenders
Secure swim ladders and loose gear
Disconnect hoses and shore water

Use caution on slick docks

Member Spotlight

A big Thank You to Shelly Jensen, Leslie
Christenson and Vickie Birney for
hosting the Reindeer Romp and to Mitch
Ruth for orchestrating the food. What
great turn out and lots of fun. | would
also like to bring light to our wonderful
cleanup crew. We had Pep and Felicia
Lowe along with Darrin and Barb Hoye
and many more cleaning and wonderful
soups, chowders, stroganoff (Roger very
nice).



Looking Ahead to 2026
As we start planning for next year, keep
an eye out for:

Updated cruise schedule
New member welcome events
Volunteer opportunities

Opening Day details (yes, it’s closer than you
think!)

e We’re excited for another year of
cruising, cooking, rafting up, exploring
new ports, and strengthening the
friendships that make SYC truly special.

Closing Note

Wishing each of you a wonderful holiday
season filled with calm waters, bright
lights, and good company. Whether
you’re staying local or traveling afar,
may this month bring peace, laughter,
and the joy of community. Thank you for
being the heart of SYC.

Happy Holidays and Happy New Year!

Tyler Clawson, Commodore
NJoy More



Vice Commodore Jensen

Happy December, SYC Family!

As the days grow shorter and the twinkle
lights start glowing along the waterfront, |
want to take a moment to say a huge THANK
YOU to everyone who made this year’s
Reindeer Romp an absolute blast. Special



shout-outs go to Shelly Jensen, Leslie
Christianson, Mitch Ruth, Vicki Birney and
the many, many others who poured their
hearts (and probably a few margherita’s)
into making the evening such a huge
success. The laughter, the antlers, the prize
gift table and the fellowship - it was pure
SYC magic!

A huge thank you also goes to Commodore
Clawson for his leadership in 2025 as
Commodore. Our club is certainly better for
it and I’ll have some big shoes to fill in 2026!
| would also like to thank Tyler and the entire
membership for a very successful Fall
Meeting. I’'m truly sorry | couldn’t be there
this year - fifty-five straight 13-hour night
shifts decided to crash the party for me -
but the photos and stories warmed my heart
from afar. Seeing all those smiling faces
reminded me (once again) just how lucky we
are to be part of this incredible club. The
SYC Family really is something special, and |
cherish every one of you.

Looking ahead, our calendar is packed with
fun, fellowship, and plenty of reasons to get
together:

- **Jame’s’ Christmas Boat Parade** — Will
be a highlight! Skagit Valley turns out in
force to line the streets and waterfront
boardwalk in La Conner. Let’s light up the
Swinomish Channel and spread some
serious holiday cheer!

- **Safety on the Water - First Aid, CPR and
AED Certification Class + Potluck**

Date February 28th - only $50 per person
gets you certified, plus a great potluck



afterward. The more the merrier! Friends
and family are welcome. Please RSVP so we
have enough supplies.

- **February Firewood Party**

Time to roll up our sleeves and stock the
clubhouse with 3-4 cords of wood. Cutting,
splitting, hauling, stacking — followed by a
potluck lunch and some well-earned fireside
chats all winter long. Watch for details and
please RSVP if you can lend a hand (or a
chainsaw!).

- **New Year’s Eve at the Clubhouse**
Vicki and Roger have graciously offered to
host this year’s celebration — thank you
both!! Details will be coming soon. Start
thinking about your fancy attire (or favorite
pajamas - no judgment here).

There’s truly never been a better time to
jump in and get involved. Whether it’s
decorating a boat, learning a lifesaving skill,
swinging an axe, or ringing in 2026 together,
every event is better when YOU are there.

Wishing you all a joyous Christmas filled
with love, laughter, and calm seas. May your
holidays be merry, your hearts be warm, and
your eggnog strong!

Cheers,
~Vice Commodore Jensen

Rear Commodore
Witzel



| hope everyone had a wonderful
Thanksgiving weekend. We got to spend time
with our kids and grandson and then headed
off to Everett Marina for 3 days on the water.
It was Ken’s and my first time there and the
weather couldn't have been better for this
time of year. Aaron and Shelly showed us
around and Ben and Sue welcomed us to
their home for a quick hello where | saw just
how talented Ben is with his art work.

Now that I'm fully relaxed, it's time to get
ready for our Christmas decorating party
which is next Sunday, December 7th. We will
begin at 9:30 and Tyler and Ronda have
graciously volunteered to feed us all.
Hopefully many hands make light work.
Remember that you can bring an ornament
with your boat name if you haven't before.
The back room is full of ornaments, lights,
trees, and decor so all we need is your
creativity and muscles.

The Lighted Christmas parade is shaping up
to be a huge success with many people
planning to participate. We will have the
Skagit County Sheriff boat and La Conner’s
Fire boat leading the parade along with our
2025 Boating Family of the Year, Frank and
Teresa Campbell. If you plan on participating
in the parade, remember there is a Captain's
meeting at 5 pm with the parade starting at
6. We will be having soups, salads, and
desserts for dinner and Santa will be making
an appearance as well. “Dreaming of a White
Christmas" leaves a lot of room for
decorating ideas and | can't wait to see how
creative everyone is. Remember there will
be a prize for the boat that embraces the
theme the best.

As we get ready to finish 2025, I'll be sure to
savor all 31 days and not rush to 2026 too



quickly. | challenge everyone to take time
this month to really enjoy the days and
special events that happen in December. It
is always a hectic time of year with packed
calendars, shopping to do, and not enough
hours in the day, but this is also a magical
time of year where family and friends come
together and celebrate life and each other
and that should never be taken for granted.
Rear-Commodore Witzel

Welcome New Members:




Please Welcome Gerard Birkhauser as our
newest member. He joined us at our Fall
Membership Meeting and is a member of the
Olympia Yacht Club too. He is looking at
purchasing a boat to keep in La Conner to
travel around the Islands and further north.

If you are an early prepper..... Our
Christmas Parade Theme is...

RISEMAS
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Looking for Christmas ideas, don't forget our Swag button on
the website. You can get your favorite Captain a new cap or
coat with a click of the button!
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Member
Reggurces

Swinomish Yacht Club's One-Stop-Shop
For Our Awesome Family Members!
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Find what you want, click add to cart. Then pick your item and
size. Then click on the logo option...
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Select logo type

SYC Logo Only

SYC + Boat Name Last
page of checkout

Choose which you want. Pay. And just wait. It's that simple.
They can even ship it to your house!

UPCOMING EVENTS
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